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Abstract
Throughout the early modern period, the over sixty islands shaping the Venetian
lagoon constituted an integral and crucial component of Venice’s urban framework,
comprising a network of capillary infrastructures for the city’s supply, defense,
healthcare, and civic rituals. In the aftermath of the fall of the Venetian Republic,
many of these settlements were hugely transformed and their buildings razed to the
ground, leaving these peculiar environments completely abandoned and detached
from the city center. This event profoundly affected the perception of the
interconnected system that once sustained Venice’s life, dismantling the idea of a
unified archipelago. The project Venice’s Nissology aspires to digitally resurrect this
dilapidated cultural heritage site by reconstructing the vanished buildings and
intangible elements – urban, economic, and socio-cultural – that once linked the
capital with its aquascape, using an interactive web-based 3D infrastructure. By
digitally interpreting and visualizing the transformations of these now-absent places
over time, and exploring the dynamic center-periphery relations, the project
underscores their significant role in molding the city and its society. The objective is to
assess the islands’ cardinal contribution to the overall urban-making processes,
demonstrating that Venice would not have attained its economic, social, and cultural
prosperity without its aquatic periphery.
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