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Abstract
Throughout the early modern period, many of the smaller islands in the Venice
lagoon hosted significant monastic complexes, most of which no longer exist.
Although these monasteries were situated on what might now be considered
peripheral sites, they were instead fully integrated into the religious, cultural, and
political fabric of Venice. This integration manifested in various ways, some typical of
monastic institutions, such as being chosen by Venetian families as burial sites and
thus receiving monetary donations, artworks, and prestigious architectural initiatives,
supporting or integrating those sponsored by the religious orders themselves. Others
stemmed from the islands’ insular nature and unique administrative choices of the
Serenissima, including the presence of public covered shelters for boats,
guesthouses for travelers, gunpowder warehouses; in addition, certain insular
cenobia served to accommodate foreign guests and embassies before their official
reception by the Signoria, necessitating the creation of specialized spaces and
protocols. Through the analysis of the monastery of San Giorgio in Alga, this paper
aims to reconstruct the relationships between the small islands of the lagoon and
Venice, and how these networks influenced in very original ways both the
organization of the 'insular' spaces and the architectural and artistic patronage.
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