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Abstract
The dramatic transformations of the Venetian archipelago's islands during the
nineteenth and twentieth centuries have significantly altered their original shapes,
leading to the near-total disappearance of historical buildings within their perimeters.
The settlement of San Secondo distinctly exemplifies this phenomenon. Over the
centuries, its contours have transformed from an irregular polygon to an octagon, and
finally to a circular shape, with all its early modern buildings demolished. Only the
base of a 16th-century gunpowder magazine and its perimeter walls survive today,
though mostly submerged.

In this paper, I will present the process of digitally reconstructing the historical
changes undergone by this vanished environment, developed through a backward
analysis in time based on extensive historical documentation. Building on an
integrated digital survey of the island, accurate 2D and 3D representations have been
produced to identify and visualize today’s few remaining historical structures. This
survey also provided the basis for georeferencing all historical sources – maps and
drawings – describing the island’s ancient architectures, which could hardly be
associated with its current morphology. The comprehensive reconstruction of San
Secondo offers an important opportunity to study its century-old history, allowing for a
better understanding of this crucial water settlement of the Republic.
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